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 Jesus set before the church a huge task.  In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus puts it like this, 

“Go…and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”  In 

Acts 1:8 Jesus says it like this, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

 The same commission continues to fall upon us who are the church for our time and place 

in history.  Woodland and Davis are our Jerusalem.  You could call Yolo County our Judea…and 

the rest of Northern California our Samaria…and Puerto Rico and the ends of the earth our ends 

of the earth.  It’s a humongous call. 

 

 Even just communicating the love of God to Woodland is a herculean task—fifty-six, 

fifty-seven thousand people…probably 70% of them are not involved in any faith 

community…many of them fairly well convinced that a faith community wouldn’t contribute 

much to their lives.  Others think that because of something in their lives they don’t belong here, 

they aren’t good enough, they’re excluded.  And there are those who look askance at the church 

because of abuse issues or stances various Christians have taken on a variety of social issues, 

stances that seem to secular onlookers rather archaic.  Many distrust the church…or simply find 

it irrelevant. 

 

 Fewer and fewer of those folk are members of a church.  Even people born before 1945 

aren’t church members in the same numbers they used to be.  In 1998 77% of people born before 

1945 were church members, now 68% of them are.  And the numbers drop dramatically for each 

generation.   

 

 But in this context, we are called to a mission.  It is our mission to live the abundant life 

God announced through the life and ministry of Jesus.  It is our mission to invite the people of 

our time and our place into that life with us.  It is our mission to spread as far and wide as we can 

the story of Jesus through whom God makes this life known.  It is our mission to do what Jesus 

did in welcoming outcasts, setting free the oppressed, doing justice, healing the broken, offering 

a hospitable place for the lonely, and spreading the love and good works for which God made us 

and then re-made us in Christ.  We have a mission. 

 

 But talented, creative, articulate, educated, nice, hard-working, as we are, we just aren’t 

going to put together an impressive enough PR campaign to woo our neighbors into this church 

with us.  We need something more. 

 

 We need the same thing Jesus needed.  We need the same thing the disciples of Jesus 

needed as they waited for the next step there in Jerusalem.  We need the same thing twenty 

centuries of Christians have needed.  We need the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit.  We 



simply cannot do the mission handed to us by Jesus without the same presence and power of God 

which settled on Jesus at his baptism and upon his followers at Pentecost. 

 

 So how do we get that presence and power?  How do we become that Spirit empowered 

community of faith? 

 

 Now, it’s important to note that we are already a church in which the Spirit of God is 

present.  People notice that.  You experience that…maybe not every Sunday, maybe not every 

Bible study or board meeting, but often enough that you keep coming back to this worship or 

some other part of our ministry.  Greg’s sister, Jane, told me a couple of weeks ago after our 

worship service that this is a good church—she sensed something here.  Eleanor’s son-in-law, 

Mike, liked our Grad Sunday worship…and said he and his family need to get to church here 

more often—he sensed something here.  Curtis Shockley told me recently that coming to this 

church was like coming home—he experienced the Spirit of God in our midst. 

 

 Our mission is also evidence of the Spirit’s presence.  The Spirit launches mission, so 

mission beyond the walls of the church is a sign of the Spirit’s presence…and this church has 

been out there for years—founding the Food Closet, being part of one of the feeding programs 

that became Fourth and Hope, resettling refugees as part of Woodland Christians United, a ten 

year ministry with Cache Creek High School, twenty-nine years serving meals at Fourth and 

Hope, fourteen years sending members on mission trips—most recently to Puerto Rico, members 

staffing church camps, being a caring presence at Cottonwood Rehab and St. John’s Manor 

West, supporting a local social worker…and more.  That mission is a sign of the presence and 

power of the Holy Spirit among us. 

 

 The challenges of the future, however, will certainly require an ever-greater openness to 

the presence of God, an even greater reliance on the power of God…that is, reliance upon the 

Holy Spirit.  So, how do we become more fully God-filled, more fully empowered for our 

mission. 

 

 Peter and the other followers of Jesus knew they needed something more.  They knew, as 

Psalm 127:1 puts it, “Unless the Lord builds the house [or the mission], those who build it labor 

in vain.”  They knew they needed something more…and so they gathered to pray. 

 

 I suggest we join them.  Pray for the Holy Spirit.  Pray daily that the Holy Spirit will 

more fully occupy your life.  During the week, pray for the various gatherings at the church 

whether Bible studies or board meetings.  Whether you are attending that meeting or not, pray 

that the Holy Spirit would fill those gathered, pray that the Holy Spirit fill the space around them 

and between them, that it might be a meeting of not just church members, but of church members 

and God.  And on Saturday night, before you go to bed and when you get up on Sunday morning, 

pray that the Holy Spirit will fill you and all the people who come to worship.  Pray that the Holy 

Spirit will fill all of us together as we enter this worship space.  Maybe you don’t have any idea 

what that being filled with the Spirit of God would look like or feel like on a Sunday morning, 

but pray for it anyway…because however God might choose to answer that prayer, it will be 

something good.  It may not be that tongues-of-fire, roaring-like-a-mighty-wind thing that Acts 

describes.  It may be like that thing in the upper room in the Gospel of John where Jesus simply 



goes around the room and gently breathes on the disciples saying “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  It 

may not be anything very dramatic. 

 

 But praying for it will make a much-needed difference.  It will be noticed by those who 

gather.  Jeanelyse Doran sent several of us an email this week with a document entitled “The 

Seven Reasons People Return to a Church.”  It gives seven reasons for why people return to a 

church they visit.  The first one is, “The presence of God is felt.  [People return because] there is 

an unmistakable awareness of the presence and power of God at work. It may be inspirational 

and filled with emotion, or a more quiet and peaceful stirring within, but however it’s 

experienced, the presence of God is felt.”   

 

 The Holy Spirit is the presence and power of God.  It’s the Holy Spirit that makes the 

presence of God felt.  Pray for that so worship might be an experience of God and grace for 

yourself, for the people who gather around you every Sunday, and for the guest who comes 

among us on any given Sunday morning. 

 

 Those who witnessed the followers of Jesus on that Pentecost are said to have been 

“amazed and astonished” and “amazed and perplexed” which prompted them to ask questions 

about what they saw in these Spirit energized followers of Jesus. 

 

 As we pray for the Spirit of Jesus to fill us, to fill our life together as this church, to fill 

this space when we gather here, then it just might be the case that the Spirit of God will make us 

odd enough, out of the ordinary enough (and in a good way) that folk just might start asking 

questions about us.  We want to be a church people ask questions about. 

 

 We want to be a church that amazes, not necessarily because of roaring winds and 

tongues of fire over our heads, but because of the welcome we extend, the sense of God’s 

presence and love in our midst, the community we create in our life together, and the mission we 

do. 

 

 And maybe part of what might amaze is that we believe and live Joel’s prophecy in 

which sons and daughters, young and old, people of all classes are endowed with God’s Spirit 

and speak the word of God in winsome, challenging fashion to this community and world. 

 

 Maybe we can amaze folk by being able to be community together in spite of our 

differences.  That is one of the signs of the Spirit displayed in the early church in Acts, a 

community that drew diverse people in. 

 

 And changed lives are the ultimate source of amazement.  When people witness changed 

lives, they will be amazed…and want to ask questions…and want to be part. 

 

 Because those first Christians amazed their neighbors by living out the presence and 

power of God’s Spirit in their life together, people kept joining them.  Luke says, “day by day 

the Lord added to their number….” 

 



 We need the empowering presence of the Spirit of God.  We need this if we are to be 

God’s people in our time, if we are to do God’s work in our time.  We need this if we are to build 

community, the kind of community God desires.  We need this if we are going to meet the needs 

of lonely, isolated, fearful, hopeless, broken people.  We need this if we are going to do justice 

and love kindness and walk humbly with God.  We need this Pentecost Spirit for our life together 

here and our mission together out there.  William Willimon writes, “The Spirit is the power 

which enables the church to ‘go public’ with its good news, to attract a crowd and…to have 

something to say worth hearing.” (Interpretation Commentary, Acts, page 33)  So pray.  Pray for 

the Spirit upon us, pray for the presence and power of God within us.  It will amaze…and make a 

life-giving difference in our corner of God’s beloved world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


