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 Many of the psalms are psalms of trust…and Psalm 23 is the consummate 

psalm of trust.  God is declared to be our shepherd who provides absolutely 

everything we need, so we are not wanting for life’s basic needs or safety or rest or 

renewal or guidance.  God is with us providing our every need. 

 

 And even when we find ourselves in the dark and dangerous valleys of life, 

even the valley of the shadow of death facing our own dying or the death of one we 

love, God is our sure companion walking with us to sustain us and see us through. 

 

 Even when enemies press in and threaten to undo us, God prepares a table in 

the presence of those enemies so we can sit down and receive the sustenance we 

need without fear.  In the presence of God our cup overflows. 

 

 The psalm writer confidently expresses the assurance that goodness and 

mercy, God’s steadfast covenant love, will surround us every step of the way along 

life’s journey…and every step of that journey, wherever we are, we will be at 

home in the presence of God, we will “dwell in the house of [God our] whole life 

long.” 

 

 This is one of the clearest statements in the Bible about the assurance and 

confidence we can have as we live our lives in this world. 

 

 Whether or not Peter and John were reflecting on the psalm or had heard it 

recited recently or had recited it themselves, the assurance, the confidence the 

psalm is meant to instill in human lives was imbedded in their hearts and minds 

and is on full display as these two disciples walk into the temple here in Acts four. 

 

This Acts passage is the follow up to the one we read last Sunday.  As Peter 

and John walk up the steps to the Beautiful Gate entrance into the temple complex, 

a lame beggar stares hopefully at them.  Peter meets his gaze and understands it’s 

meaning.  “I don’t have any silver or gold, my friend,” Peter says, “But what I do 

have I give you, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”  Those 

limp, useless legs suddenly work and the man gets up and prances around the 

temple courtyard celebrating healing.  

 

The commotion draws a crowd…and Peter does some preaching touching on 

the fact that this man is healed in Jesus’ name, the very Jesus the religious 

authorities urged Pilate to crucify just a few weeks earlier, a death sentence God 



overturned by raising that same Jesus back to life, a Jesus Peter and John now 

experience as a divine living presence with them. 

 

However, the authorities are less than thrilled that these Jesus followers are 

declaring that this healing happened in the name of the Jesus they helped condemn, 

they don’t like that these apostles are proclaiming that resurrection is beginning to 

happen in people’s lives—because that’s a God kind of thing they cannot control, 

and they don’t like that these Jesus followers are getting all of this attention and 

disrupting the orderly functioning of the temple…so they arrest Peter and John.   

 

Since it’s evening, they jail them and the next morning drag them before the 

whole council, the Sanhedrin—high priests, various leaders, elders, scholars.  They 

demand to know in whose name this healing occurred, a perfect set-up question for 

Peter who says, “It was in the name of Jesus, whom you all demanded Pilate 

crucify, whom God raised, whose resurrection is now spilling over onto other 

people all over the place, including this lame man who’s been healed.  His healed 

legs and life are a sign of that resurrection, resurrection happening in that man’s 

life.  And this name, this Jesus brings resurrection and rescue to any who call upon 

him.” 

 

These authorities are a bit taken aback at the clarity and power of Peter’s 

words and don’t quite know what to do next with these “uneducated and ordinary” 

men they now recognize as having been with Jesus.  They’re amazed at their poise 

and confidence and courage…a poise and confidence and courage that comes from 

knowing the God whose care is described in the 23
rd

 Psalm, a poise that comes 

from having been with Jesus…and continuing to be with Jesus the risen one. 

 

Not knowing what to do with them, they send them out of the room as they 

go into executive session.  They’re stymied.  The man was healed…and that was 

obvious to that whole crowd in the temple…and now obvious to the whole 

city…and it was through these ordinary men speaking in Jesus’ name that it 

happened.  If they punish these men, the whole city will be all up in their grill. 

 

They call them back in and threaten them.  If they speak any more in the 

name of Jesus, they will be severely punished…and Peter and John respond with 

the same clarity and poise and confidence and courage, the same boldness they 

displayed before, “Sorry friends, but God told us to talk about this Jesus guy and 

the resurrection wave God has unleashed by raising him, told us to talk about this 

all day long, day after day, everywhere, and since God told us to do that, we’re 

going to obey God rather than you…and you can do whatever you want to us, but 

we’ve just got to follow the instructions and call of God.  Sorry if that offends 

you.” 

 



The council grudgingly releases them, and they go find their sisters and 

brothers…and what do they do?  They all do a little dance together as they sing 

about how great God is…and then they all join in prayer for…you guessed it—

more boldness, more poise, more courage, more confidence. 

 

Can I suggest that maybe we ought to live a bit more like Peter and John?  

Can I suggest that we ought to be less hesitant, less timid, and a bit more bold, 

confident, assured as we live our lives as children of God, followers of Jesus?  We 

often have trouble claiming God’s presence and care as described in Psalm 23.  We 

love this psalm, but we aren’t always sure it’s true for us.  We aren’t sure of our 

standing as the beloved of the good shepherd…but we are. 

 

Can I suggest that we need to recover Psalm 23, reclaim it as more than just 

a funeral service scripture and make it a scripture for living, a scripture that urges 

us to be confident about our place with God, a scripture that enables us to be 

confident, poised, courageous, centered as we go about our lives and the work of 

Christ in this world. 

 

Now, that doesn’t mean that as the beloved of the shepherd, friends of Jesus, 

we should be brash or arrogant, in-your-face toward others.  We can be confident, 

centered, courageous, even bold while being gentle and respectful of others and 

their views. 

 

What is more, we are not only Psalm 23 people, but are also people swept up 

on a resurrection wave God started with the raising of Jesus.  Given that, and the 

reality that the Spirit of the risen Jesus has been breathed into our very lives, given 

all that shouldn’t we be a bit more like Peter and John? 

 

It makes me wonder why we, and I include myself, are often so timid.  God 

has unleashed a wave of resurrection life into this world…and we are a part of that 

wave.  Resurrection is coursing through our veins as we walk in newness of life 

with the risen one.  Given all that ought we not stand up a little straighter, look 

people in the eye with a bit more confidence and a smile, shouldn’t we hold our 

resurrected selves in a bit higher esteem, look in awe at our resurrection people 

selves? 

 

And ought we not speak our resurrection life truth and convictions and 

musings with a bit more confidence.  Not being arrogant or brash, not steam-

rolling others, but speaking with some poise, with a humble, gentle 

confidence…even as we’re willing to hear others and learn.   

 

 There’s also much here for the church in its life and mission.  As church, I 

would suggest it’s high time to approach our life and mission with less hesitancy 



and timidity, and replace that with more poise and courage, confidence and yes, 

boldness.  Again, I’m not advocating the brash, arrogant, in-your-face approach 

seen in some manifestations of the church.  Rather, this is about trust filled 

confidence in the God of Psalm 23, the God of resurrection. 

 

Now it’s true this is a time of timidity for much of the church.  Most 

churches across all denominations are declining with people exiting in droves.  

What we call the mainline churches because they were so much at the center of 

American society from the 1700s until the 1960s, those mainline churches and 

denominations, like ours, seem to be much more on the sidelines.  We may very 

well be questioning ourselves, the way we do things, our beliefs, wondering if we 

are making any difference as much of society brushes us aside as irrelevant, as 

having little to say to the circumstances of our world.   

 

 But we are not sidelined.  Though we steep ourselves in 2,000 to 3,000-year-

old writings, they are decidedly relevant for the current human condition.  This 

deep ancient wisdom tells us who we are, tells us we are not alone, tells us we are 

made for life together, tells us that loving God and loving neighbor, doing justice 

and building community are necessary and deeply relevant to human thriving.  In 

an age when the worth of some is discounted, this ancient wisdom declares that 

every single human person is made by God in the image of God and deeply and 

irrevocably beloved by God and given dignity and worth by God.  This ancient 

wisdom declares that truth matters as does speaking the truth in love.  Though 

regarded as irrelevant by many, we carry a message that is extremely relevant and 

absolutely essential for tackling the critical issues facing humanity in this day. 

 

 But if we are going to have a voice, as Peter and John had a voice, if we are 

going to be able to speak the truth in love in this time, we need to reclaim the 

reassuring message of the reassuring God of Psalm 23 and remember that we are 

connected to the risen one and are people in whom resurrection is already working 

its magic and power, and let those realities diminish our timidity and increase the 

poise and assurance, the courage, confidence, and boldness that will enable us to 

lift our voices and exercise the compassion that will heal the world, humanize 

humanity, and make the God of life and the Christ of love known.  

 

 

 

 


